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the Palar river. Kasim Khan took shelter behind its
walls. Zulfikar Khan, hearing of his straits, marched to
his relief and escorted him safely to Wandewash. Santaji
Ghorpade baulked of his prey, attacked and took a number
of forts with their Moghul garrisons. Zulfikar Khan at
once turned back, retook the forts and entering Tanjore
took from Shallaji, Vyankoji's sou, a large indemnity.
Returning northwards, he led out his army from Wando-
wash and renewed the ^i(^go of Jinji. Unable to cope with
Zulfikar Khan's military skill and the largo forces at his
disposal, Santaji Ohorparlo entered the southern province
of Bijapuv. The onipisror ordered Kasim Khan to inter-
cept him. Hin recant successful rovictualling oE the Moghul
army had turned Kasim Khan's head. Near Dudheri fort,
twenty-live inili*s north-cast of Chitaldurg, he allowed his
advance guard to be surprised. He hastened to their help
but was soon himself surrounded. All that day ho fought
and passed tho night under arms. Afiev n tlnw days'
battle he was driven into Dudhori fort which Santaji at
once invested. The siege lasted a month and the Musulman
soldiers lived uu tho flesh of their horses and haggagc
camels. The Hindus starved or deserted. At last Kasim
Khau poisoned himself and his second in command Rohulla
Khan opened negotiations with the besieging force.
Santaji Ghorpade, who had no wish to bo encumbered
with prisoners, demanded and obtained a promise of seven
lakhs of rupees as ransom. He let tho officers tako with
them their horses and clothes. The soldiers he lot take
such effects as they could carry. The guns, treasure and
transport were tho spoils of war.

Santaji Ghorpade had no nooner dispersed Kauim Khan's
army than ho hoard of a large Moghul force under Himat
Khan advancing at all speed to Kasim Khan's relief,
Rajaram and the Jinji garrison had skilfully delayed its
advance, until the other Moghul force bad been rendered
harmless. He then let it proceed to its destruction.